
Folsom Middle School       Español 1A            

Room #411                Sra. Zenaida Mendoza-López 

                  ZMendoza-Lopez@fcusd.org 

              (Best way to reach me!) 

¡Bienvenidos! 
 

I’m excited to have you in my class.  Thank you for electing to learn Spanish, the 2nd most spoken 

native language in the world and the 3rd most used on the internet after English and Mandarin 

(according to Ethnologue.com)!  As part of the FCUSD World Language Team, I hope to instill in you 

the joy of communicating in Spanish and beginning your journey towards being fluent in your 2nd, 3rd 

or 4th world language.  It is our desire that all our language students strive to become bi-literate 

communicators for greater success in our competitive global society.   Learning another language 

grows your brain-you get more neuron connections, has positive long-term brain health benefits-

your memories will last longer, defines and improves your English grammar usage-believe it, and aids 

your learning in your other core classes at FMS. 

 

Course Description & Goals 

Spanish 1A is a yearlong course designed to introduce the Spanish language through listening, 

speaking, reading, and writing activities.  Students will take an active role in discussing global issues, 

social relations, and cultural celebrations to be more informed participants in our world.  Sources will 

come from our ¡Qué Chévere! textbook, complimentary cultural and travel videos, current online 

articles and news, and a few Spanish animated films (the cute ones). 

 

This course covers half of the district’s Level 1 curriculum at the high school level (Ch. 1-5), and 

therefore students will need to continue with Spanish 1B here at Folsom Middle to fulfill the Level 1 

world language requirement.  Total completion of this Level 1 course meets 1 year of UC/CSU credit 

in world language on your future UC/CSU college application.  It does not meet high school 

graduation requirements as you are still in middle school.   The course is fun, dramatic, and rigorous, 

just like a core subject (Math, English, Science, History) and requires extra Spanish exposure for at 

least a ½ hour each day to improve proficiency in the language on a daily basis.  Students should 

always provide their best effort, be active listeners, participate in speaking, and try to use it with 

their friends outside of class.  The ultimate goal is to attain comprehension and fluency in Spanish. 

 

Provided class MATERIALS 

 ¡Qué Chévere! 1A Textbook 2016 Edition  

 ¡Qué Chévere! 1A Workbook  

 ¡Qué Chévere! 1A Grammar & Vocabulary Workbook  

 

 
 

 

Suggested materials can be provided 

 3x5 index cards (8 packs for the whole year) 

 2 composition books for the year 

 1 plastic 3 prong folder 
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Students are to bring both their Workbook and Grammar & Vocab Workbook to class every day.   

Note: We recognize that many families wish to provide supplies for their own student or donate materials to 
the school and are welcome to do so at any time.  The supplies listed are suggested materials and are not 
required of any student or family to fully participate in the school’s academic program.  All required materials 
and supplies will be provided by schools to students at no cost. 
 
Please let me or your counselor know if you need any of the above suggested materials due to economic 
hardship.  We will provide your student with the necessary materials.  Thank you! 
 

Classroom Expectations 
HOMEWORK ON TIME/LATE POLICY 

Student’s homework will be checked weekly at the beginning of class for credit.  Completed work will 

get full credit (5/5).  Homework completed in class will be given ½ credit (3/5) and noted as “Late” on 

the students Workbook.  Projects will be reduced 5 points every day it is late.   

 

ONLINE TRANSLATION SITES AND COPYING/PLAGIARISM 

Any assignment completed that is not at your current level of Spanish will have point reduction.  This 

is an equivalent high school Spanish course and the use of online translators is cheating yourself by 

not using your notes/textbook.  Learning to write your own work starts now and not in high school.  I 

want to see work that is your own and not from a professional site.  Need help?  Ask Me!  I’m here to 

help you find the knowledge in your textbook so you can use it as a resource!  I would rather you use 

a dictionary to find the meaning of the words you seek.  Some words have multiple meanings!  

Google Translate may give you the wrong word for what you are trying to say.  Dictionary-please! 

 

MAKE-UP WORK & EXAMS FOR EXCUSED ABSENCES 

Students will be given the opportunity to present homework, presentations, and projects late for full 

credit up to 2 days for each excused absence or suspension absence (Makeup Work BP6154).  If 

exams were missed due to an excused absence and/or Independent Work Study, students will have 1 

week to complete upon return.  It is the student’s responsibility to schedule a review session and 

make-up exam appointment before or after school, so as not to miss current class learning.   

 

WRITING HOMEWORK IN JAGENDA, BACKUPS 

Students need to write down their homework posted on the board each day in their Jagenda.  

However, there are three backups!  1. My TA will write down homework daily in the Class Jagenda 

and leave it on the bookshelf by the door.  2. You should have someone’s phone number in class (ask 

for permission) to get the homework if you were absent.  3. Check on my teacher website under Spa 

1A homework and see if it’s posted there….I try to update daily, but I’m not perfect every day.    

Don’t worry about a sheet you didn’t get, you’ll get it when you return.   No biggee! 

 

RETAKES ON CHAPTER EXAMS, not QUIZZES 

Students will be given the opportunity to retake a written test if he/she scores less than 75%.  Retake 

score will be higher of the two, but not greater than 80%. There are no retakes on Quizzes.  Quizzes 

are the final alert that a topic is still unclear.  If this happens, you should make an appointment with 

me to go over your quiz and I can tutor you one on one on the topic in question.  Seek me out! 



WEIGHTED GRADING SYSTEM 

Letter grades will be earned according to the percentage of points accumulated over each trimester 

and are weighted as follows.  Homework will be assigned 5 days a week in order to develop world 

language proficiency and is meant to reinforce Spanish grammar, vocabulary, cultural topics, and oral 

communication skills.  Homework should not take more than 20 min. to complete. 

  Chapter Tests/ Midterms / Finals = 60%  

  Quizzes    = 20% 

Projects    =   5%  

Homework/Classwork/Participation = 15% 

  

 

BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS FOR SUCCESS – Please go over it with a parent! 

 Regular attendance is crucial to being successful in this class.  Missing class does affect your grade. 

You miss explanations, listening to the language, and interacting with the language…it’s a lot! 

 School discipline rules and “Due Process” will be enforced to ensure learning for all. 

 Arrive on time to class and be ready to work when the bell rings.   

 Use the bathroom in between classes so it doesn’t interrupt your learning or others in class.  Or tell 

someone to inform me that you had to go before class starts! Otherwise, you will be marked late! 

 Participate in class and ask lots of questions.  If you need tutoring one on one, schedule an 

appointment with me for before or after school on Mon/Wed/Fri.  I am here to clarify anything that 

didn’t make sense to you.  In middle school, you need to seek the teacher or else he/she won’t know 

that you need help.  Don’t wait until after the quiz or test to say something.  

 Be RESPECTFUL of your fellow students and listen while they share information.  This is a non-

discriminatory classroom.  Show respect and integrity on yourself and on others at all times! 

 Please act SAFE in the classroom.   There is no room for running or other wild maneuvers. 

 You are RESPONSIBLE for your own work and no one can do it for you.  I believe in you! 

 Do not eat snacks, chew gum or bring sugary drinks to class.  If you invite ants, they will never leave.  

A water bottle is ok to have in class!  Label it in case it’s left behind.  Absolutely no nuts in class!  

 Personal toys, cell phones, MP3’s, iPods, tablets, and other electronics, are not to be brought out 

during class….remember to keep them off till lunch time/after school.  Electronics will be confiscated 

if out without permission and sent to Administration.  You will be picking it up after school and not 

after class.  Read the Jagenda, it is written in there.  The rules are listed so the class environment is 

fair for everyone to learn.  Plus, we have technology for you if you need it:  Chromebooks! 

 Remember, we are a team!  I’m here to help you learn Spanish!  Do your best! 
 

NEED TO GET A HOLD OF ME? 
 

Please email me first!  ZMendoza-Lopez@fcusd.org I will reply to your email within 48 hours, 

sometimes sooner.  Also, your son/daughter may relay a written message if needed and I will email 

you back!  Thank you for reading and keep this course expectation in your 3-prong folder for 

reference.  Who knows, you may have to read some of the information again during the year.  

 

Gracias!   -Sra. López 

*In order to continue onto Spanish 1B, a 

student needs to pass each trimester and 

midterm/final with a grade of “C”. 

Professional academic recommendations 

can be given upon request.   


